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“Grace Church welcomes all who seek to know, love and share Jesus”. 

Technology at work for you 
HISTORY OF GRACE CHURCH 

     The history of Grace Church is well documented on our webpage:  
www.GraceEpiscopalPortOrange.org.   We are a purpose-driven church 
with the mission to spread the Gospel message of the saving grace of God 
in Jesus. Our mission statement is “Grace Church welcomes all who seek 
to know, love and share Jesus”. 

    Grace Church began as a mission church, with nine members in 1890.  
The first use of our historic chapel was December 20, 1893.  By 1956 
membership had grown to about fifty members and peaked at more than 
300 families in the late 1980’s. Currently, there are 232 active members of 
Grace Church comprised of 147 families of which are 8 children under the 
age of 16.   

    The average Sunday attendance has been consistently around 175 
members. As with most congregations, in-person worship dropped off no-
tably due to COVID restrictions of 2020.  However, under the leadership of 
Rector Rick Burhans who followed Christ’s lead through prayer and peti-
tion, and with submission and service, God continued to remind us to “fear 
not” for He is with us. Faith, hope, and love carried us through the pan-
demic. 

 

PAROCHIAL REPORT STATISTICS 

 

Grace Church currently provides two Eucharistic Sunday services, 
Rite I at 8:00 am and Rite II at 10:30 am.  We have a traditional choir 
and organist for 8:00 am service. Our dedicated Worship Leader has 
blended both traditional hymns and contemporary music for our 10:30 
service. Additionally, we have a Wednesday night Prayer and Praise 
worship service including a monthly healing service.  

Our beautiful historic chapel continues to be a wonderful venue for 
small services, including weddings and celebrations of life, linking the 
historic to the modern.  



Prior to COVID, we revived our 8:00 am Choir and our Bell Choir.  A gen-

erous gift of a new organ was provided by one of our congregants, truly 

embracing Psalm 91:1 “Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a 

joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!” And “Addressing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the 

Lord with your heart .” (Ephesians 5:19).  

During the Pandemic the congregation embraced technology and contin-

ued providing worship and praise and discipleship and teaching through 

media such as YouTube and Facebook, and email and phone contact.  

Our faithful congregation continued on with finding ways to spread the 

Gospel and continue to service our community in word and deed.  The live 

and recorded Sunday services consistently drew over 150 viewing mem-

bers in addition to the in-person attendance; and in February of 2021, the 

Wednesday night Prayer and Praise service had over 497 views!   

 

 

“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! “ 

Grace Church is a part of the  
Episcopal Diocese of Central  
Florida, in Province IV of the  
Episcopal Church under our  
bishop, the Rt. Rev. Gregory 
O. Brewer.   
 
The two largest cities in the dio-
cese are Orlando, with over 
220,000 people, and Port St. 
Lucie, with over 150,000 people. 



 

OUR CAMPUS 

The Grace Church campus consists of three buildings, a me-

morial garden with fountain, and a central courtyard which 

includes a small children’s playground. The original Chapel 

has two beautiful memorial windows crafted by the Tiffany 

Studios.  

The main church, constructed in 1984, has an open design 

with four sections of pews angled around a central altar. It 

has a designated choir/praise band area.  

The Parish Life Center was constructed in 1999. It has two 

sections attached to a central Parish Hall and kitchen. The 

southern wing houses our Halifax Urban Ministries outreach 

food pantry and educational classrooms. The northern wing 

houses our administrative offices, conference room and choir 

room. Goddard Hall has a capacity of 225 and is the focal 

point for parish meals, fund raisers, wedding and funeral re-

ceptions, and community programs.  

The Memorial Garden is a beautifully landscaped area with a 

waterfall fountain and reflecting pool. The ashes of many pa-

rishioners are interred here in this peaceful setting.  



“We will be a light within the community where all people are welcomed and nurtured by experiencing God’s love.” 

Technology at work for you 
OUR PREVIOUS RECTORS 

A history of our vicars and rectors is found on our church website. Our 
three rectors have each contributed in their own unique way to the shep-
herding of Grace Church: 

 

1980-1991  Fr. Christopher N. Gray was the great-grandson of Fr. William 
Gray who consecrated the church in 1894. The Diocesan Venture in 
Missions of 1979 recognized Grace Church for their enormously gen-
erous outreach ministries. The Memorial Garden was begun during his 
tenure.  Grace had its first Vacation Bible School,  its first part-time 
administrative secretary, and its first Annual Parish Picnic under his 
leadership.  In 1982, Grace was granted full parish status after 92 
years as a mission church. The construction of the new church build-
ing took place from September 1984 through March 1985. 

 

1992- 2007  Fr. Jeff Bunke served the longest of our rectors to date-- 15 
years.  He emphasized Christian education and the building and re-
building of ministries.  In 1999, construction of the Parish Life Center 
began. Fr. Jeff was an accomplished musician and singer, and a 
praise band was formed and began playing once a month at the Rite 
Two service.  He was instrumental in the formation of a new mission 
statement and a three- to -five year Strategic Plan.  The  Mission 
Statement of 1993 reads as follows: We, the family of Grace Church, 
are called to be joyful instruments of God’s love, peace, and grace. 
With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we seek to build community and 
to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 
2008-2021 Fr. Rick Burhans, our recently retired rector, served the second 

longest to Fr. Bunke, as rector of Grace Church --13 years.  He hum-
bly trusted fully in the leadership of God Almighty and the saving grace 
of the Lord Jesus to lead the congregation through a devastating re-
cession and the COVID pandemic enabling our church to flourish.  Fr. 
Burhans also embraced music in serving and praising the LORD and 
expanded the blend of traditional and contemporary music at the 10:30 
service. In 2015, Fr. Rick oversaw a year-long 125th anniversary cele-
bration of Grace Church bringing together 50 volunteers to plan com-
munity events, dinners, historic services, and special fundraising activ-
ities.  In 2016, a time capsule vault was placed in the wall of the Nar-
thex to be opened in 50 years. Our vision statement was adopted:  We 
will be a light within the community where all people are welcomed 
and nurtured by experiencing God’s love. 

 



We embrace year-round stewardship using our TIME, TALENT and TREASURE  for God’s good. 

Technology at work for you 
OUR MINISTRIES AND PROGRAMS 

 Highlights of our ministries include: 

• Altar and Flower guilds which give our church a peaceful and 
inviting look.  

• It is our intention to have everyone feel welcome when the at-
tend our services. On Sunday mornings, our greeters, ushers, 
bread bakers (loaves of bread are given to visitors) and name 
tag coordinators assist in this endeavor. We periodically host a 
newcomer’s brunch and orientation.   

• We are continually embracing the worship of our Lord in song 
and praise through our numerous music ministries.   

• Our outreach ministries for children include our Christmas Angel 
Tree gift ministry, our Baby Bottle ministry for unwed mothers,  
and a School Supply Drive. 

• Grace Church is part of HUM (Halifax Urban Ministries) Feed-a-
Family, Homeless Prevention, and Food Assistance Program. 
We provide meals to upwards of 200 families each month.  

• Our Pet Pantry provides assistance to financially challenged 
families in an ongoing effort to keep pets in their homes.  

• Our vital prayer ministries include Prayer Circles, Sunday Pray-
er Stations and Prayer Shawls and Daughters of the King. 

• Our church has several Christian education ministries including   
Men’s Bible Study, adult and children’s Sunday school, Lenten 
studies and a Tuesday bible study. 

• Within the last 5 years, Grace has housed Vacation Bible 
School and national YouthWorks teams during the summer 
months. YouthWorks is a nonprofit corporation empowering 
teenagers to know God through missional sharing of Christ in 
communities. 

 

• Our ECW works closely with the rector to serve the Grace Church 
family and to meet the needs of the parish. 

 

 



FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

In keeping with God’s Word, in Luke 14: 28f (NRSV) we 

read, “For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does 

not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has 

enough to complete it?”  

Financial information at Grace Church is found under 

the Stewardship section of our Strategic Plan.  Our con-

gregation, represented by the Stewardship Committee, 

believes that our time, talent and treasure come from 

God and that we have an obligation to use and share 

these gifts wisely.  

Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the hard work 

of our committees has allowed Grace Church to be fi-

nancially stable and current with all financial obliga-

tions. We do not carry any mortgage or loan debt. We 

look confidently to the future with the generous support 

of our loving and caring congregation.  The faithfulness 

and dedication of our pledging families has allowed us 

to continue to thrive through the difficult challenges of 

the pandemic year of 2020.  

There are a number of committees who 
give information, guidance and direction to 
the Vestry and Rector to help them manage 
the financial blessings and resources of 
Grace. These committees include: 

 

• Audit Committee   

• Budget Committee   

• Policy Committee 

• Inventory Committee  

• Offering Counters   

• Scholarship Committee 

• Investment Committee  

• Planned Giving   

• Stewardship Committee 



OUR COMMUNITY 

The community of Port Orange in Volusia 

County, Florida, was established in 1867 on the 

banks of the Halifax River. It is a family friendly 

suburban beach town.  

The city's population was estimated at 64,842 in 

2019 by the U.S. Census Bureau. The city is 

part of a coastal continuum of cites from Or-

mond Beach to New Smyrna Beach.  

The county of Volusia has approximately 

554,000 people as of 2019 with a large number 

living in the coastal cities and along the I-4 corri-

dor of the county.  The median age of Port Or-

ange residents is 47 compared to Florida as a 

whole in which the median age is 41.  

 

MAJOR AREA  ATTRACTIONS: 

• Daytona International Speedway  

• Jackie Robinson Ballpark  

• Museum of Arts and Sciences  

• Ocean Center (convention center)  

• Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse and Museum 

• Marine Science Center 

• Sugar Mill Gardens 

• Port Orange Historical Trust/Museum  

• Volusia County boasts some of the most beautiful parks and trails in the 

Southeast. 

• The greater Port Orange area is home to five Florida State Parks and Lake 

Woodruff National Wildlife Refuge. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daytona_International_Speedway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackie_Robinson_Ballpark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Arts_and_Sciences_(Daytona_Beach)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ponce_de_Leon_Inlet_Light


 

 Spanning over 29 miles, Port Orange  is a family friendly suburban beach town on the banks of he Halifax River. 

 

EDUCATION: 
Public primary and secondary education is handled by Volusia 

County Schools. Port Orange schools are highly rated by the 

state. 

 
Elementary schools 
 Horizon Elementary School 
 Spruce Creek Elementary School 
 Sugar Mill Elementary School 
 Cypress Creek Elementary School 
 Sweetwater Elementary School 
 Port Orange Elementary School 
 
Middle schools 
 Creekside Middle School 
 Silver Sands Middle School 

 
High schools 
 Spruce Creek High School 
 Atlantic High School 
 
 

Colleges and Universities 

 Port Orange is the home of the Florida campus of Palmer 

College of Chiropractic, one of three campuses in the Unit-
ed States.   

       Within a 20-mile radius, the area is home to:  

 Embry Riddle Aeronautical University 

 Daytona State College including the ATC (Advanced Tech-

nology College),  

 Bethune-Cookman University 

 A branch of University of Central Florida 

 The Daytona Campus of Florida State University School of 

Medicine 

 Keiser University  

HEALTH CARE:   

Halifax Health Medical Center 

of Port Orange  is an 80- bed 

hospital with 8 intensive care 

unit beds, four operating room 

suites and 20 emergency de-

partment exam rooms. 

 

Advent Health of Port Orange 

recently opened a new  emer-

gency room with 24 patient 

rooms, open 24/7 and staffed 

with emergency physicians, 

pain specialists, and critical 

care nurses. 

 

Many medical specialists are 

located in Port Orange as well 

as in the nearby communities.   

A 16-bed hospice care facility is 

located in Port Orange and the 

town has several lovely Adult 

Living Facilities.  

RECREATION: 

 Fishing and Boating on the Halifax 
River and ocean access via Ponce 
Inlet   

 World’s Most Famous Beach 

 City Sponsored Recreation for Chil-
dren and Adults 

 Volusia County Library in Port Orange 

 Shopping at the Port Orange Pavilion 
& Tanger Mall 

 YMCA, health clubs, surfing, golf 
courses, a world class pickleball cen-
ter 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volusia_County_Schools
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volusia_County_Schools
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Horizon_Elementary_School&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spruce_Creek_Elementary_School&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sugar_Mill_Elementary_School&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cypress_Creek_Elementary_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sweetwater_Elementary_School&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_Orange_Elementary_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Creekside_Middle_School_(Port_Orange,_Florida)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spruce_Creek_High_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_High_School_(Port_Orange,_Florida)


 

  

 

 

HOPES AND DREAMS - 

What we are looking for in a Rector 
 

  
A summary of our recent Parish Survey 
reflects Grace as a “Worshipping Church” 
where parishioners gather to worship and 
share the Sacraments. We are a very wel-
coming church, open to people with a varie-
ty of perspectives who feel free to ask diffi-
cult questions about faith. We feel spiritually 
fed through the variety of worship services 
offered with the accompanying styles of 
music. 
 
The primary needs identified for our new 
Rector are in the area of leadership, both 
spiritual and administrative. The future Rec-
tor should demonstrate strengths in the 
spiritual areas of preaching, spiritual 
growth, pastoral care, and counseling/crisis 
ministry. We are looking for leadership go-
ing forward in the areas of administration 
and growth and development. 
Personal qualities and characteristics identi-
fied in the survey that are highly valued for 
our new Rector to demonstrate are: 
 
*personable/outgoing/sociable 
*relates to all age groups 
*has a personal relationship with Jesus 
*good speaker 
*accessible 
 
We have all been blessed with different 
gifts, abilities, and talents. We are seeking a 
Rector who can use his gifts to lead the 
body of Christ at Grace, to share God’s love 
and do His work in Port Orange and the 
world. 

 

WE ARE PEOPLE OF GRACE 

"We are the Church of Open Arms. We are a community that celebrates Jesus. 

We are disciples committed to growth: in membership, in outreach, and in stewardship. 
 


